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Rio Granbe Conterence

JARUARY 01, 2010 NEWS RIDE WITH PRIDE

Rio Grande Conference Web Site www.bkrgc.org

Web-Master- Shawn Lootens TX XXXI E-Mail - vorticity37@comcast.net
Safety Officer- Roger (Crash) Byars TXXXXI EMail - v8ford7753@yahoo.com
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Chairman - Chuck Doran
Happy New years to all,

| hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and enjoyed a Happy New Year. | was invited to San
Antonioto join Texas Xl for their Christmas party and had a great time. They made me feel right at home. |
was planning to ride my motorcycle up there but the threat of snow made me take the car. | then was invited
the Texas XLVII Christmas party and alsaltegreat time there. At both parties there was great food, good
friends and true Blue Knight Camaraderie

According to Ken the RGC is still growing at a record pace and there are signs that it will continue. He
is doing a fantastic job and tells me fsmo plans on stopping. Great job Ken, keep it up. The board added a
new West Texas Rep, Humberto Torralba, congratulations.

Remember that this year's RGC is going to held in beautiful Hot Springs Arkansas, make your
reservations now and get your regasibns in the mail to help them get a early head count.

| know this one is short but | want to go and enjoy the holiday vacation the school district gave me. Th
joys of being a kindergarten cop. | hope that everyone has a great and prosperous 2010.

Ride With Pride
Chuck Doran
RGC Chairman
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Vice -Chairman - Kenneth Reeves

| hope everyone had time to spend with your families during Christmas Holidays. Our jobs tend to get us
the streets and Highways to make sure everyone else gets to their families safely. It is hard to say how many
were saved, the oaage was stopped and the untold sadness of hurt families was obverted due to your being t
watch folks heading home for Christmas and parties from New Year gatherings but it was a lot. | would like tc
thank you for my family and all my friends.

The year 2009 was a very good year for the RGC. We still remain the fastest growing conference in the wol
the 8" consecutive year. This is due in large part of the type of members we have and the amount of fun you :
having in your Chapters. €hproblems we sometimes see are small and workable so we can just keep having 1
With around 1,600 members now in the RGC there is al lot of members to have fun with.

The new Chapters in the RGC that started in 2009 are Bay City TX XL, Granbury T>BXwnsville TX XLII,
Corsicana TX XLIII, and Lufkin TX XXII. | want to welcome the new Chapters and the hard working Chapter
officers that keep their programs going in the right direction. | want you to know my door is always open and :
ready to helgyou in any way | can. That also goes to those chapters that have been around long enough to ge
whiskers on your face. If you need a boost in recruitment or help with rides or anything else, give me a call. K
Chapter fun and they will come.

Every year | set goals for myself to keep me heading in the direction | would like to see my office of Vice
Chairman doing to help the Chapters by the end of the year. My goal for 2009 waseawevysEhapter or members
of every Chapter in the RGO help with recruitment ancetention of members. | was doing pretty good with that
until March 10, 2009 after meeting with the Chapters and RGC members on the TX XXXI Rendezvous Ride ¢
almost home when a Hit and Run driver ran me over. | obviouslyohetthnge my goals from visiting members to
surviving and remember having visitors and getting back to what | love to do, which is working with Blue Knig

| want to let you know that it has been slow and I still have to have a few more surgsréartth but | am back
and want to thank you for your support and some of the challenges you have given me with your chapters. Tl
great therapy on my part, as | am now back to doing what | love to do.

This is renewal t i meidetandd@asdrdr is abaui tb havera heart attaclo GaraheBd a
those dues in so they can do the paperwork and renew your charter.

This is election year so step up and serve your fellow Blue Knights by being on the RGC Board. All the ele
pos ti ons wi ||l be subject to change. Donét feel b a
outcome is, you will let everyone know that you are willing to spend the time with the Blue Knights to make it
better conference. Thmositiors that you can try for a€hairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and
International Representative. Go for it and have fun doing it.

One of the things | am looking into right now is, | am seeing what it would cost to furnish our members a life
insurance policy that will cover you 24 hours a day. Whether we can do this by Conference or be offered by (
The cost or several other factors might take it out of range of something we can do for you but it does not cos
to look into it. F this works out it will give your family some coverage and it would be a great recruitment tool t
show what we would do to protect our members.

In closing please remember our Blue Knights we lost in 2009 and transferred to Heaven One.

My best friendArthur Guy, Retired FBI, TX XXIWaxahachie.
Diana Bowers Texas IV~ San Antonio

Robert E. Murphy Texas | Hurst

Robert Elliott  Texas XXXI Galveston

Don Moore Texas XXXI Galveston

Ride with Pride

Kenneth Reeves
Vice Chairman
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Secretary - Gary Keeter

Well I hope everyone had a Safe Merry Christmastdaplpy New Year.

Looks like this year is under awapdthe RGCboard is having its discussions howthe RGCis going to
be better in 2010.

| know everyone is looking forward to RGC 2010 in Hot Springs, Arkansas this year at least Dawn and | are
Be sides the great riding around the areia one of Arkansas potourist attractions.

We will also be voting on the New 2010 Rio Grande Conference Executive Board at Hot Springs. So now is
the time to put your names in the hat for the positions of ChairmanGliaegman, Secretary, Treasurer and
International RepDbon 6t be afraid to Run for any position a
So put your best foot forward and have fun doing it.

Now some news on the RGC we h&8chapters and 1,529 membeosvtha makes use number 6 out of 11
Conferences. Not bad RGC lets keep up the great work.

The RGC Travelerdés Pin applications have sl owed
in pictures ever now and t he nremerberttddke thdcaneem withlyau s e
when you get out riding you may run across one o0

Ride Safe and Ride With Pride
Gary Keeter
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Treasurer - A.J. Sandoval
Y our Merry Christmas may depend on what others do for you but your Happy New Y ear depends on what
you do for others. Also many people observe New Y ear's Day traditions that started years ago with the belief
that what you do on the first day of the year will determine how good your luck will run for the next 12 months.
Share your good will with others and others will share theirs with you.
Asyour RGC Treasure, 1@ like to wish each of you the very best wishes 2010 New Y ear filled with blessings,
best of health and full of spirits. God bless you and always RIDE WITH PRIDE the Blue Knight way!

Sinceramente,

AJ Sandoval
RGC Treasure
fiRide with Prideo

* kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhkhkkkkhhkkkkhhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

International Rep. i D.J. Alvarez
Greetings.

Well first | would like to wish each and every member Happy New Years, and hope Santa was good to all o
you, and your families.

It's that time again for Chapter renewals. Any chapter that is having difficulty maintaining the minimum
amount of members to renew, please contact RGC Vice Chairman Ken Reeves and let him know. For those
you who do not know Ken, he'll bend over baekds to help you out, and get you heading in the right
direction, or have an area rep give you a hand. | caom@cted as well, and am willing to give a helping hand
as well.

Although winter is here, my Chapter, Texas 31, is making prepardtiotiee 3rd Annual Rendezvous Ride
and right nowwe're looking at the 2nd or 3rd weekend in March. This year we're looking at doing an overnigh
stay in LaGrange, Texas for a great weekend gathering of Blue Knights for those staying overnight, or a day
gathering for those going home that day. The last 2 years, we've had betweds BlQe Knights show up
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for lunch which is AWESOME! Hopefully we'll be able to get more to show up this year. | encourage all
chapters to do this like this, or Texas 21's ahfiRuckus on the River" so it gives the members of the Rio
Grande Conference a chance to get together more than geae &heck th&GC website in the next week or
so for ride information.

Another event coming up in this March is Texas VI hostiregr 2nd Annual Salute the First Responders on
March 27th, MSR Racetrack, in Angleton, TeXBseir first one last year was gre#tis a well organized event
and worth attendingnd supporting Texas VI. You can go to their website for pictures anodsvicen last
y e aavéntgwww.bktexas6.orp

Also areminder that the 2010 RGC will be in Hot Springs, Arkansas May22xtk, and is being hosted by
Arkansas 4. POC is David Ellington (cell: 8802-2697) and héasasked that | send out something to the
RGC Chapter's looking for door prize donatiofts a big help, and the host chapter wdnganost
appreciative. Any chapter that wants to help them out, you can send door prizes to:

Blue Knights AR IV
9100Meadowood Lane
Pine Bluff, AR 71603

In the last newsletter | submitted a proposed change for the current Rio Grande Conference logo that was ¢
improved version of the current one but there were no responses. | resent the information dired@ipaptere
Presidents and received responses from over 60% of the chapters which the majority supported the change.

Shortly after that, our Conference Chairman sent an email to the Presidents that my email was for polling
purposes and encouraged membersubmit examples in Hot Springs. Since there was enough support from
my email, | will submit the proposal sent out, and | will also be submittdgé@w designs as well in May. | for
one am always looking at improving things to keep from becoming stagnaomplacent and keeping this
fresh and current.

In closing, | would like to take the time to recognize the members from the Rio Grande Conference who
transferred to Heaven 1 in 2009, and will be missed dearly:

Robert E. Murphy Texas |
Diana Bowers Texas 4

Arthur Guy Texas 21
Robert Elliott Texas 31
Don Moore Texas 31

Well that's all for now, and I'd like to thank the Rio Grande Conference for allowing me to serve as your
International Represeative, and if | can be of service to you, feel free to contact me anytanelooking
forward to a great year of riding and camaraderie with fellow Blue Knights.

Ride with Pride,

DJ Alvarez
RGGCInt'l Rep
Texas 331President
Cell: 281642-8716
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Chapter News
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Arkansas | - North Little Roc k
September Ride Report
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Frank Hartman served as Ride Captain and said that we had 5 members and three bikes on the ride that stat
at the Church in NLR and went to Ed & Kaybdés in B
ride course was chged due to the threat of bad weather and went to Hoy Springs ending up at the new Lande
Harley Davidson Shop there, where they were having an open bike rally and got to see some old friends and
make some new ones. The ride back got a little wet bubodiad. Seems like the rain stopped as soon as they
donned rain gear. Everyone is encouraged to make the rides no matter what the circumstances and cars are
acceptable for weather or any other reason, members are just wanted to attend.
October Ride Report
The annual Jim Rainbolt Memorial Ride was a great ride. The scenery was wonderfutlaes eegmspanionship
and meal. Jim is still missed a great deal and a lot of memories returned on the ride. Chris did a really good j
as always as the acting Ro@dptain for the ride and it was good to see her again.
November/ Meeting / Ride
We will met at Faith Baptist Church, 109 Tanglewood, NLR, AR
at 2:00 pm and after our meeting we will have a custom scenic ride
where Tom Mayberry, our Ride Captain will lead off on a Top Secret
(Destination Unknown) ride to a place where no man has gone before
--- Be sure and bring your wife, spouse or visitor and enjoy the ride
Funny of the Month:
Rookies create so much fun the job they are worth the time and expense. How many times have you
heard this on the radio ADispatch, do you have
AnYes, 1t wildl be the two in the intersection th

To SeniorOf f i cer
buil ding a
your s.

il found the Perpbs footprints ar ol
ew feet he turned and said AHebds st
OH ! S 11 o sorry.

f
fi

Funny of tle Day (11/9/09)- Guy calls Benton PD Dispatch to have an Officer take a report that someone

had sold him marijuana which had been soaked in
STUPID!
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Arkansas Il T Harrison
Well a whole lot of weather and not much riding here in northern Arkansas. We had snow Christmas Eve al
Christmas, that was the first time in many years that we had a White Christoh&so much to report on from

Gary Keeter, President
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Arkansas IV- Pine Bluff
Greetings from AR 1V,
At present we are well on our way to having a great conference in Hot Spdnfgstunately, our website
is down right now.However, the registration form can be obtained from the RGC wel¥ieare having a
meeting on January 16th at the AustirHot Springs to finalize some plans and see where we are with vendors.
We held our 12th Annual Toy Ride on December W& had a turn out of 37 bikes even though it was
raining and about 40 degrees or less it even felt as if we had some slegderpart of the rideThanks to
the bikers that came quome children in Jefferson County had a Christmas.
If anyone has any questions regarding the conference or needs a copy of the registration forrmaliase e
me atdavidrellington@sbcglobal.net call me at 87&92-2697.

Ride with Pride,
David Ellington
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President AR IV
RGC AR Rep
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Arkansas V- Mountain Home

Attached is a group picture of our Christmas Dinner.

ARV held their Christmas Dinner at Hoppers Supper Club in Mountain Home, ARidaty December
18th. As you can see it was well attendatfe feasted on prime rib, steaks, full and half slabs d&f imgour
mouth ribs, baked spuds, fries, salads and solipis. was our first Christmas get together and from the good
time had by all it is safe to say there will be many more to folldve hope all of our brother and sister Blue
Knights had a joyouand blessed Christmas and we hope all will have gpprous and safe new year.

Ride with Pride
ng Buschbacher, Pres. AR V _

I . T YR P

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkk

Texas F Hurst

Well, we made it through anothe year and Thank God ités now in t|
Texas #1 members back from doi ng maghtgrs tlisfpasbyear aswe d
usually have from the past. iAcidehts, wa did Idose org bf ow mostd |

active members. Robert E. Murphy, a 20 year honorary member of Texas #1, transferred to Heaven #1 in M.
We did have some good times however throughout the year and we are looking forward to 2010
activities. $ce the last newsletter, and with the holiday season upon us, the events have been a little far anc
few between but, we can report on a couple of events. October was a busy month for us and the weather w.

surprisingly great for riding. We started @fith a chilly morning on October 4 with an escort of riders for the
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. For the last several years, Texas #1 Blue Knights have been volunteerin
to escort the procession of riders who donate and participate with this andrahis year we had a little over

100 riders but during the year, these riders were able to raise over $86,000 in donations for the foundation.
rain held off until we were finished and safely back home.




October 17 was the fundraiser ride with our local chapter of the Law Dogs. Their purpose was to raise
money to buy supplies and personal items for the troops overseas. We started at a VFW post near Carswell
(Military base) and we rode in a processioMineral Wells to another VFW post where we were served
burgers and hotdogs for lunch. 1 think the amount raised for this ride was around $1,200 but that was pretty
good for about 40 riders. The Law Dogs did the escort on this ride and we just éh@gednery.

We had planned a trip to Mena, Arkansas for the weekend ofthe 10 Oct ober but t h.
for some reason (1 6m old and somet i "hoéGectoder wastheg e t !
time for our annuaFfunrRun fundr ai ser for C. O.P. S. This year
rowo to put on the regular gala of a ride, games
had a picnic fundraiser with a great donated meakantk great donated prizes for donations. We invited only
Blue Knights because most of the prizes were boxes of various ammunition. Our meal was donated by Sprir
Creek Barbeque, our drinks were donated by Albertsons Food Store in Bedford and ourgrazssnated by
multiple locations but the ammo was directly from the collection of Pete! There were calibers for everything
you could think of, some | have never even heard of. We had the location donated by the Johnson County
Heritage Museum at Lake @lerne. They provided free tours of the historical displays and made a cash
contribution to our fundraiser. We really appreciate the attendance of the members from the Denton Chapter
(#27) and the Mesquite Chapter (#39). We had a great time just sogializhe lake and everyone who
attended walked away with at least one prize. Thanks again to those who participated!

. \/‘f"':-.,‘
Il n November, we did the annual ATurkey Runo w
eventformelllTexas #1 had won the Al argest club in colc
year by the local GWRRA chapter. Just Barely! Anyway, it was another decent, fall day of riding and the
Dallas Cowboys blew the game in the last quarterrbef@ got home to root them to a victory. Check out the
photo of the field of Agiant marshmall owso we fo
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November also brought about ourdrinual elections for club officers. Now seated in the positions of
powerare:Randy Simpsoii President; Randy DrivérVice-President; Gene FuquigSecretary; and Dan
Harshmari Treasurer. The Board of Directors for the next two yedennis Riley, Ken Wilkins, and Ron

Wil liamson. We 6 v e g oing newadventuleso 8alon thhewatehtefor aur MAJ@R a n n
function this year with our annual Fiun. It will probably be in October again but there is a possibility it will
be held in September. Webr e wor ki ng thomkyou willenjoy ¢ h e
it!

OQur Christmas Party involved fAseafood. 0 I do

represent but then again, | guess it was like the original gentfiigs for the masses! (No sacrilegious

inferences intended!yVe had quite a showing with 29 members and guests present. Besides the haliday get
together intent of the dinner was the presentation of the donations we had collected for Concerns Of Police
Survivors. The money raised at the FRn picnic and the doriahs received in memoriam to Bob Murphy
totaled $2,000. We presented Peggy Tennessen with two separate checks for the donation so that the Murp
family would get the recognition for Bob. We were also privileged to have guests from Blue Knights New
York XXX join us at the dinner. Bernie Combs, who does business in the DFW area on occasion, and his frie
Brian broke bread with us and won a couple of th
old friends during the holidays and sonfeot hem are really fAold. o (HA!)

Our New Yearos Day plans are to ride to the W
annual run on New Year 6s Day. Wi nStar supposed
thelsat trip we made there but 10611 bet they wused p
We wi | | have a |l unch at Lubydés in Ft. Worth so n

hours of photo ops, gambling and seg#ing.

Last but not least, it is with great sorrow that | report to those who have been around awhile, the co
founder of Texa#1, Mort Franklin, lost his wife just prior to Christmas. Laura Franklin had been ill and
deteriorating in health for quite some time. They had moved back to Chicago in June because of the health
reasons and her sister was taking care of the bothmt thaura was only 59 years old and the most pleasant
person to be around. She could make you laugh while telling stories about her life events because she had t
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Aimafiao type, Chicago accent when s h earso#lshispastddlyl vy
and is still a lovable old coot!

Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a saf
Hot Springs at the RGC in May! Until thérRide With Pride!!!
Gene Fuqua
Secretary BKTX#1
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Texas IX- Lubbock
TX IX nothing to report. Happy Holidays

President Blue Knights TX IX
Michael Everette
Ride with Pride
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Texas XIT Waco

Hello from the Central Texas areBope everyone enjoyed their Christmas holidaj$ie Wacaarea had snow
on Christmas fe. The last time it snowed durirghristmas in our area was 1926.

Now that the New ¥ar is beginning, we are looking forward to ridingexas XI members are planning on
attending the Rio Grande Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas, inWayare looking forward to the ride and
fellowship of Blue Knights membesrfrom the Rio Grande Chapters.

Blue Knights Texas Xl is sponsoring its Sixth Annual Police Memorial Ride on Sunday, March 28,T2@10.
Memorial Ride will start in Lorena (near Waco) and will end at the McLennan CountyhGoset Proceeds from
the ride will be donated to the Texas Police Chiefs Association Foundalioe. TPCA Foundation provides
immediate financial assistance to the families of Texas police officers who are killed in the line dfatuty.
attaching alf/er for the ride. For further information on the ride contact BK TX XI President Jim Brock at 254
716-8625 or emaitbrock6@hot.rr.comView our website atvww.blueknightstexaschapterxi.com
Ride With Pride
Linda Crook
BK TX XI Secretary/Treasurer
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Texas XXI- Waxahachie

Wow, what a year this has beer!sat down to write thiand didn't know where to start because there has
been so much happen in the last 12 montfan going to try to jushit the highlights of the year, so this does
not cover everything bgny means.

In January | assumed the role of the club presidedtthought to myself at the time, "This isn't going to be so
bad". Then things got rolling, and only withe help of your elected officers, have | been able to continue to
lead this great group of brothers and sist&thout everyone's support, | wiobhave thrown in the towel a
long time ago! -

Below is a brief summary of 2009 his is not all
encompassing by any means, but just a quick look at so
of the highlights

We got the year off to a start with a good
turnout/participation for the ECCAC Chili Coakf in A
February.Bob Adams entered the chili cook off (his first
time ever) and managed to win his class! We also did a
ValentinesDay "Sweetheart" ride to Granbutlgat ended
up being much colder than we anticipated, but had a gre
time anyway.

nnnnnn
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In March we participated in the annual Rendezvous Ride down in Roundtop, Téwsiss where the club
began a run of very bad luck, because returning fronethait;Ken Reeves had his motorcycle crash and
ended up in intensive care at Parkland Hospital in DaKas had very serious injuries including a severe head
injury, and nobody knew how well he would recovi&en has worked very hard since that time to recéreen
the trauma he incurred, and even rode his new trike in the Ellis County Toy Run in DeckElmiséil has a lot
of challenges in the days and months tiesahead, so continue to keep him and Sandy in your thoughts and
prayers.

While Ken was sll in critical care, our brother and director on our board, Arthur Guy, passed away, and
transferred to Heaven On&his came as a complete and total surprise to everybeeas 21 participated in
thefuneral service and provided an honor guard (DwRyite) during the serviced.hese two events had a
huge impact on our club that could have been disastrous, so | just want to thank everyone for stepping up an
keeping the club very much alive.

May was once again a very busy month for the club wigmding the Police Memorial Day in Austin and
participating in the Ellis County Honor Flight Escort
the following two days.Then we had a group go
down to Hico for the steak coakf and the following
week we were off to Tyler for the annual RGC where
we won not only the club with the largest attendance
for the second year in a row, but we also won the bid
for hosting the RGC in 2011You will be hearing
much, much more from me and others in the coming
days and months about this.

In June we had our anal Bonnie Reeves Memorial

Iron Butt Ride, this time to West Texas and back.

And as the year had already gone, it was not without

incident. We had several problems, one of which was

that our Road Captain, Captain Hook, (Dwight Price)

ended up with a blowtire in the middle of nowhere,

in the middle of the night, and it took him 3 days to get back hddmlever, we still managed to rai$8,500
for The Gingerbread House.

We also held our 4th Motorcycle Rider Safety Course
in June, and had a graatnout. The club has

definitely gotten behind this program and the success
of the training is in our statisticdV/e have not had

any kind of serious motorcycle accident, riding as a
group, since we began the safety trainifitpanks

again to everyone for pporting and participating in
this training.

Throughout the rest of the year, minor accidents,
injuries, illnesses, etc. continued to plague our
chapter.However, we still grew through the
adversities.This really showed me that Texas 21 has
a greaimembership that all are involved in.
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